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The Project Coordina�on Unit (PCU) of Consor�um for Scaling-Up Climate Smart 
Agriculture in South Asia (C-SUCSeS) organized a program during 16 – 23 September 2022 
for se�ng up project management protocol and field visits to Climate Smart Agriculture 
(CSA) par�cipatory research sites in India. On 17 September 2022, the visi�ng delegates 
of the SAC convened a mee�ng with the Director and scien�sts of Central Research 
Ins�tute for Dryland Agriculture, Hyderabad. The mee�ng was a�ended by the Director, 
Focal Principal Scien�st, and Principal Scien�sts of the Agricultural Technology 
Applica�on Research Ins�tute (ATARI) as they were responsible for the transfer and 
dissemina�on of agricultural technologies to the farmers in different agroecological 
zones in India.

The Regional Programme Coordinator of C-SUCSeS project, Mr. Kinzang Gyeltshen 
presented the importance of the project to enhance regional coopera�on, the ac�vi�es 
that India has to implement, and the progress repor�ng system. The Director of CRIDA, 
the Principal Scien�st, who is focal for the implementa�on of the project, presented the 
progress of the ongoing project ac�vi�es and future plan of ac�on. All Principal Scien�sts 
of ATARI who are responsible for the dissemina�on and transfer of technologies in 
different agroecological zones shared the technologies that they used to 
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SAARC Secretary General Visitedthe SAC

His Excellency Mr. Esala Ruwan Weerakoon, Secretary 
General of SAARC along with his spouse madam Krishan� Weerakoon arrived in Dhaka on 04 June for five days state visit. This was the first visit of the SAARC Secretary General in Bangladesh. Director (ARD & SDF), SAARC Mr. Jamal Uddin Ahmed was accompanying the Secretary General in Dhaka. Director SAARC Agriculture Centre, Dr. Md. Baktear Hossain and Addi�onal Foreign Secretary (SAARC & BIMSTEC) Mr. Md. Shamsul Haque received the honorable guests at the VIP lounge of Shahjalal Interna�onal Airport, Dhaka with a floral bouquet. 

His Excellency along with madam Krishan� 
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On 20 September 2022, a daylong mee�ng between the Regional Programme Coordinator of C-SUCSeS project and 
the officials of IFPRI responsible for the implementa�on of the project was held at IFPRI Office, NASC Complex, New 
Delhi. In the mee�ng issues and challenges related to the implementa�on of the ac�vi�es, financial management, 
and progress repor�ng of C-SUCSeS project were discussed thoroughly and decisions were made upon reaching a 
common consensus. Moreover, the par�cipants also discussed dra� AWPB 2023 and the way forward 
implemen�ng the proposed ac�vi�es and its �meline. Following the above discussion and decision, a brief mee�ng 
was also held on 21 September 2022 between SAC and IFPRI in the presence of the Director, SAC, and Director, 
IFPRI-South Asia at the IFPRI office.

Similarly the SAC delegates also visited to Indian Ins�tute of Farming Systems Research (IIFSR), Modipuram which 
is one of the C-SUCSeS project implemen�ng agencies along with CRIDA, Hyderabad and par�cipated in a formal 
mee�ng organized by the Ins�tute. The mee�ng was chaired by the Director and a�ended by the Project Focal 
(Principal Scien�sts) and other Principal Scien�sts of the Ins�tute.  The Director, IIFSR welcomed two member 
officials of SAC and highlighted the importance of regional coopera�on in agriculture research and development. 
He also stressed the need for exchange visits for farmers and scien�sts among the SAARC Member States for 
sharing knowledge and building a network in the region. The Director of IIFSR assured SAC to implement the CSA 
par�cipatory research of the project based on the work plan and collaborate with the PCU effec�vely to achieve the 
objec�ves of the project.

implement in the field and the posi�ve impacts that these technologies made on the farmers. Following this 
mee�ng, Director, SAC Dr. Md. Baktear Hossain along with the Regional Programme Coordinator Kinzang Gyeltshen 
visited CSA par�cipatory research sites at Nandyal District of Andhra Pradesh.
On 18 September 2022, Regional Programme Coordinator and Principal Focal Scien�st from CRIDA par�cipated in a 
farmers' par�cipatory research mee�ng organized by KhishiVigyam Kendra (KVK) and interacted with farmers on the 
priori�za�on of CSA technologies and implementa�on of priori�zed technologies in their field. A total of 21 farmers 
(one woman) from four villages of Yagan�palle, Meerapuram, Cherloko�ur, and Krithmegiri par�cipated in the 
mee�ng. Scien�sts of KVK informed that they established the Village Climate Risk Management Commi�ee 
(VCRMC) and this commi�ee prepares smart climate ac�on plan and implements it with the consensus of all 
commi�ee members. The KVK has established a custom hiring centre with VCRMC to meet the needs of the 
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Dr. Md. Baktear Hossain, Director SAC and Dr. Md. Younus, Ali, coordinator of the Livelihoods Enhancement Project 
visited Surabaya and Bali, Indonesia during 3-5 August 2022. The purpose of this visit was to check the quality of 
the procurement supplies made through the project to the farmers specifically the vacuum frying machines.

The SAC team visited the manufacturing sites of the machines that were supposed to procure for the project 
beneficiary groups. The team observed and realized that the quality and cos�ng of the machines were be�er 
compared to the similar Indian products. 

Director SAC, and Livelihoods Project Coordinator Visit 
Indonesia 
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Orientation on online review process for the SAARC Journal of 
Agriculture

A Half-day online program for the poten�al authors/reviewers of the SAARC Journal of Agriculture was conducted 
on 21st December 2022. The training was intended to generate capacity amongst the probable reviewers and 
authors in familiarizing the manuscript-central-oriented online submission and review process of the journal. The 
programme was conducted with the support of the Bangladesh Journals Online (BanglaJOL), Bangladesh Academy 
of Sciences. Dr. Md. Baktear Hossain, Director, SAARC Agriculture Centre and the Chief Editor of the SAARC Journal 
of the Agriculture Chaired the session.
The technical session was coordinated by Dr. Grinson George, Senior Programme Specialist (Fisheries) and 
Managing Editor of the Journal. Dr. Fatema Nasrin Jahan, Senior Programme Officer (NRM) and Associate Editor of 
the journal presented the status of the Journal and Mr. Md. Fahmid Uddin Khondoker, IT cum Monitoring Officer, 
BAS-USDA Endowment Program (BUEP) & Journal Manager, Bangladesh Journals Online (BanglaJoL) was the key 
resource person. The capacity building ini�a�ve had nearly 45 par�cipants from the South Asian Countries.

Training in Agro-business focusing Agro Food Processing
A four days-long regional training on Agro-business focusing Agro Food  Processing  was organized by the 
Livelihood Enhancement Project  at ICAR- Indian Ins�tute of Hor�cultural Research, Bangalore, India, during 12 – 
15 September, 2022. The training was jointly organized by the SAARC Agriculture Centre and Indian Council of 
Agricultural Research (ICAR)-Indian Ins�tute of Hor�cultural Research (IIHR). 
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On 25 August 2022, one of the implemen�ng partners of “Livelihood Enhancement” project Rural Development 
Academy (RDA), Bogura, Bangladesh organized the project closing workshop. A team of SAC lead by the Director, 
Dr. Md. Baktear Hossain a�ended workshop. Director General, RDA and Addi�onal Secretary of Government of 
Bangladesh Mr. Khalil Ahmed graced the opening session of the workshop as Chief Guest while the technical 
Session was chaired by Addi�onal Director General, Dr. Abdullah Al Mamun. Dr. Mohammad Golam Mostafa, 
Deputy Secretary Planning and Alternate Council Officer RDCD, Mr. Dhruba Regmi, Assistant Director, SDF, 
Thimphu, Mr. Md. Ferdous Hossain Khan, Director Training, RDA; Dr. Md. Younus Ali, Project Coordinator, SAC, 
Faculty members of RDA, Project beneficiaries, farmers, entrepreneurs, representa�ves from GoB and NGOs were 
also present in the project closing workshop.

RDA Closes the Activity of Livelihood Enhancement Project

Director, SAC called on Director General, ICAR
During Field visit in India under C-SUCSeS project, on 21 September 2022, 4 members delega�on from the SAARC 
Agriculture Centre led by Dr. Md. Baktear Hossain, Director, SAC called on Dr. Himanshu Pathak, Director General, 
ICAR & other ICAR officials to discuss the ongoing collabora�ve ac�vi�es between India and SAARC as well as on 
the implementa�on of the project Consor�um for Scaling Climate Smart Agriculture in South Asia (C-SUCSeS). 

The opening session of the training program was graced by Honorable Chief Guest, Dr. A.K. Singh, Deputy Director 
General, ICAR, India. Dr. Md. Baktear Hossain, Director SAC and Dr. Debi Sharma, Director, IIHR graced as the 
special guests at the session. Dr. Md. Younus Ali, Project Coordinator, SAC, Dr. C.K. Narayana, Head, PHT, IIHR, Dr. 
P.C. Tripathy, Nodal officer, PME Cell, IIHR were also a�ended in the opening ceremony to the programme.
Five par�cipants from SAARC Member States ( Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, Maldives, Sri Lanka) a�ended the 
training. The training sessions covered range of topics related to value chain management of fruits and vegetables, 
agro food processing, products handling and delivery, food safety and challenges and opportunity of the value 
chain development in the region. Following the classroom sessions, the training par�cipants went for one-day field 
visit to India Food Park. 
A former Director of ICAR-IIHR graced the closing session of the training. The Chief Guest awarded cer�ficates to 
the par�cipants and closed the training program with closing remarks delibera�on.
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Capacity building Workshop on Climate Smart Agriculture
A capacity building workshop was organized virtually on “Climate Smart Agriculture” during 05 - 06 July 2022. It was 
organized by the SAARC Agriculture Centre (SAC) in collabora�on with the Interna�onal Food Policy Research 
Ins�tute (IFPRI - South Asia) under the project "Consor�um for Scaling-up Climate Smart Agriculture in South Asia 
(C-SUCSeS)". The prominent Climate Change Expert of the subcon�nent Dr.N.K.Tyagi was the resource person for 
two days workshop and thirty six par�cipants from SAARC Member States and IFPRI south Asia region  par�cipated 
the workshop.

SAC professionals attended South Asian Regional Horticulture 
Workshop

The Director General (ICAR) warmly welcomed the delega�on of SAC and emphasized on the strong partnership 
between India and the SAARC Member States and reiterated its commitment to con�nue working with the SAARC 
in the future. Director, SAC appreciated India’s support in the implementa�on of the project and requested 
con�nuous support for the en�re dura�on of the project. The mee�ng also highlighted the vulnerability of the 
South Asian region to the impacts of climate change and the importance of adap�ng the farming communi�es to 
adverse impacts of climate change through appropriate interven�ons in the Member States. 

A two-member team composed of SPS (Hor�culture) and SPS (PSPD) a�ended the South Asia regional hor�culture 
workshop in Kathmandu, Nepal from 12-14 September 2022. The workshop was organized by the USAID Feed the 
Future Hor�culture Innova�on Lab in collabora�on with FORWARD Nepal and Agriculture and Forestry University 
(AFU) Nepal to iden�fy and priori�ze the real challenges and poten�al opportuni�es of the hor�culture sector in 
the South Asia region. The workshop was conducted in a hybrid mode enabling virtual par�cipa�on together with 
physical presence. 
There were 89 par�cipants a�ended physically and 51 par�cipants joined virtually represen�ng universi�es in 
(Bangladesh, Nepal and USA), research scien�sts, government officials, development workers, NGOs, private sector 
and young entrepreneurs. The workshop covered the current status, opportuni�es and way forward for the 
sustainable growth of the fruits and vegetable sector in South Asia with perspec�ves from food and nutri�on 
security, insect, pest and disease management, farm mechaniza�on, biotechnological improvements, vegetable



seed produc�on, marke�ng and value chain, post-harvest management, extension, indigenous fruits promo�on, 
organic hor�culture in South Asia. Besides these, the cross-cu�ng themes of gender  equality and social inclusion 
(GESI) and youth entrepreneurship, climate change, and Food Safety and quality were also presented. The SAC 
team presentedinnova�ons in the hor�culture sector growth in South Asia.
The opening ceremonywas graced by the Vice Chancellor of Agriculture and Forestry University (AFU) Nepal, as 
Chairperson and the Vice Chancellor of Gandaki University as the Chief Guest. The Vice Chancellor of AFU, 
Registrar from AFU, Faculty Deans from AFU and Tribhuvan University (TU), senior officials from USAID and the 
MoALD, NARC, along with Professors of Bangladesh Agricultural University (BAU), Director of Bangladesh 
Agriculture Research Ins�tute (BARI) and Senior Professionals of SAARC Agriculture Center were presented as 
special guests.

7

On 23 August 2022, Dr. Steven Webb, Execu�ve Director and CEO, Global Ins�tute for Food Security (GIFS), 
University of Saskatchewan, Canada, Mr. Hasan Pervej Ahmed, Interna�onal Program Development Manager, and 
Dr. Sreekanth Ataluri, Representa�ve, GIFS Regional Office, Dhaka called on an mee�ng with the SAC. A discussion 
was made on the SAC programme and the possibility of future collabora�on with the GIFS.

CEO of GIFS Visted SAC



Published by SAARC Agriculture Centre (SAC), Dhaka, Bangladesh

Mr Md. Abdullah who served this Centre as a Senior Program Officer (Publica�on) for more than 32 years re�red 
from his post by the 25th of July 2023. A farewell ceremony of Mr. Abdullah  was held on 24 July 2023 at SAC 
conference room.

SAC bids Farewell to SPO (Publication)


