
















A two-day South Asian Regional Policy Workshop on 
“Disasters, Climate Change and Agriculture,
Land & Food Security’ was held in the sideline of 18th 
SAARC Summit on 10-11, November, 2014. The 
workshop was jointly organized by Oxfam and its 
partners in Katmandu, Nepal.  Parliamentarians, civil 
society leaders, academia and government officials 
from four South Asian countries-Bangladesh, India, 
Nepal, Pakistan and Sri Lanka-attended the workshop. 
Dr. Md. Niazuddin Pasha, Senior Technical Officer, 
represented the SAC.
Speakers at the workshop urged leaders of the South 
Asian countries to reaffirm their commitments and 
pledges at the SAARC summit, for a coordinated 
regional response to meet the interdependent challenges 
of climate change, disasters and food insecurity. They 
said a coordinated regional response is a must to meet 
the challenges of climate change, disasters and food 
insecurity. Any delay in implementing the SAARC 
agreements would fail millions of South Asians to 
survive through hazardous impacts of climate change. 
Oxfam Deputy Regional Director Lillian Mercado said 
there are enough treaties and agreements in place - it is 
now time to implement them. Executive Director of 
Bangladesh Centre for Advanced Studies (BCAS) Dr 
Atiq Rahman referred to climate change as one of the 
greatest threats to human rights and termed it an issue 
of "climate justice".In the face of growing climate and 
disaster risk, political buy-in and appropriate budget 
allocations are essential for effective implementation of 
policies and legislation,

cavities ranging from 70 to 104 plant plugs. Shinde says 

machines like Fertijet now allow direct injection of 
fertilizers with user-friendly on-board or remote 
programming. They can be customised to irrigate plants 
too. 
Vertical gardens
The vertical growth of cities has found a companion in 
vertically growing gardens. Nurseries and landscaping 
firms have now come up with vertical gardens. These need 
not be confused with green facades in that the plants grow 
along the wall on panels fitted into the wall. According to 
Pritam Chhajed of Sanjay Nursery, a firm that has created 
such gardens in several new colonies in and around Pune, 
these could be done indoor as well as outdoors. He says 
vertical gardens help reduce overall temperature of the 
buildings, enable reuse of water and help use vacant 
vertical space. Besides enhancing the aesthetic value of the 
building, they cause less evaporation of water compared to 
horizontal gardens. These are even used as a remedy 
against sick building syndrome. Even vegetables like chili, 
tomato and onion could be grown in such an arrangement 
but plants need to be carefully selected for colour as well as 
their growth pattern. 
Vacuum leaf removers
A variety of tools also enable gardens to be maintained in 
great shape. Bosch has developed lightweight handheld 
Hedgecutters for effortless and versatile pruning of bushes 
and even topiary, the art of cutting foliage into shapes of 
animals or fanciful designs. The Bosch Grass Trimmer 
enables every








